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                               HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, July 12, 2012.                           

 

The committee on Health Care Financing to whom was referred the 

Bill to promote healthy people and a healthy economy in Massachusetts 

(House, No. 1157, changed), reports recommending that the bill ought to 

pass with an amendment substituting therefor the accompanying bill 

(House, No. 4249) [Cost:  Greater than $100,000.00]. 

 

          For the committee, 

 

STEVEN M. WALSH. 
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An Act to promote healthy people and a healthy economy in Massachusetts. 

 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 

of the same, as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Section 57 of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended 1 

by inserting after the words “adult years,” in line 16, the following words:- 2 

“and to ascertain the child’s body mass index,” 3 

SECTION 2. Section 57 of said chapter 71 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 4 

further amended by inserting after the third sentence the following sentence:- 5 

“Tests ascertaining body mass index and corresponding percentile of each student shall be 6 

administered by trained school personnel or others approved by the Department for this purpose, 7 

and in accordance with guidelines of the Department in grades one, four, seven, and ten, or, in 8 

the case of ungraded classrooms, by a student’s seventh, tenth, thirteenth and sixteenth birthday.” 9 

SECTION 3. Section 1 of chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended 10 

by adding the following sentence:- 11 

”Qualifying Food Store”, any store, shop, supermarket, grocer, warehouse-type seller, club, 12 

outlet, farm stand, farmers market, or other seller, located in a low income to moderate income 13 

census tract, in an underserved trade area as defined by the Department of Public Health, and 14 

whose primary business is selling perishable goods that include dairy, fresh produce, fresh meats, 15 

poultry, fish and frozen foods;, , in which the sale of  candy or confectionary, coffee or coffee 16 

substitutes, and soft drinks is merely incidental, for consumption off the seller’s premises alone 17 

or in combination with grocery items typically found in a supermarket, and such items are sold at 18 

least in part to individuals for their own personal, family, or household use.” 19 



SECTION 4. Line 114 of section 31A of said chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 20 

hereby further amended by inserting after the words “commercial fishing” the following words:- 21 

“or a qualifying food store as defined in Section 1,” 22 

SECTION 5.  Line 132 of section 31A of said chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, 23 

is hereby further amended by inserting after the words “commercial fishing” the following 24 

words:- 25 

“or a qualifying food store as defined in Section 1,” 26 

SECTION 6. Section 1D of chapter 69 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended 27 

by adding the following paragraph:- 28 

“Subject to appropriation, the board shall establish a grant program which shall award grants to 29 

school districts to reimburse for the costs associated with establishing physical activity within the 30 

classroom curriculum. The board shall promulgate regulations defining the standards of 31 

eligibility and other implementation guidelines for this program. 32 

SECTION 7. Section 3 of Chapter 71 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended 33 

by adding the following sentence:- 34 

“In the event that physical education classes are not taught daily, all students shall have at least 35 

30 minutes of physical activity daily.  Physical activity is any bodily movement produced by 36 

large muscle groups that result in an expenditure of energy, and may be performed in the 37 

classroom or during recess.” 38 


